The Write Class

Late in the unremarkable summer of 2010, I developed a desire to write about a lifelong interest. Having four, now adult, offspring, I remembered reading to them at bedtime. Stories for children seemed to be my favoured direction.

Whilst glancing through a September issue of the Cheddar Valley Gazette, I spotted an article headed ‘Children’s writer Sue to share her literary secret’.
Sue Purkiss, a former English teacher and now a successful author, was offering a course entitled ‘The Write Class’, an introduction to creative writing. Sue was quoted as saying “There’s lots of fun to be had with writing by all sorts of people, for all sorts of purposes.”

This is exactly what it turned out to be. I confess that I had reservations about being ‘taught’ again more half a century after the previous classroom experiences. At the first session I felt seriously ill-equipped compared with the rest of this well read group.

People contemplating this course in future need not hold these anxieties, as friendships soon develop between those with a common aim. Most of us have a contribution to make which we are not even aware of.

Each lesson was planned to concentrate on one or more aspects of words, stories, books, poetry, and the essential construction of these, frequently using examples from famous authors. Each subject would trigger a discussion, not without an element of humour.
Now to the ‘bottom line’. Apart from the social side, (which I grew to look forward to on a Tuesday evening), what did a retired engineer learn, and gain from Sue, and two terms of her course?

I realised that I had forgotten some of the grammar and punctuation that I had learned at school.

I learned that a story, of whatever length, must have a structure and an objective.

The writer should know his subject better than most of the likely readers.

The desire to write makes a potential author much more observant about detail.

Some writers are so creative that they can generate a story purely from their imagination. Few practical people are endowed with this gift!

Publishing is a difficult minefield!

Finally, Sue is a very knowledgeable and talented teacher. Her method is relaxed and flexible. She also accepts that there are exceptions to the fundamental rules of writing.

The course? My advice is, “Go for it.” The more you put into it, the more you will get out of it!

Geoff

