Author Visits – Sue Purkiss

Information for schools and libraries
Special offer! 

· 15% off if you book a visit for next year (2010-2011) before the end of the summer term 

· 10% if you book before the end of September.

I can offer three different kinds of sessions, as follows. Mix and match as you will!

Author visits

These are an hour long, and exactly what’s in them will depend on what suits the [image: image2.jpg]


group. For younger children, the starting point would probably be Emily’s Surprising Voyage, for the older ones, either The Willow Man, or Warrior King. But in the mix will be readings, chat about the process of writing, and a question and answer session. AND, with the help of the group, I will reveal the secret of how stories are constructed. (If only someone had told me this years ago…)

It’s not essential for the group to have read any of my books beforehand, but it will make the session much more meaningful if they have.

Writing workshops
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These will vary according to the age of the children and the particular requirements of the school – for instance, you might want to concentrate on character or on setting. For younger children the starting point could be my book, The Willow Man, plus extracts from, for example, Hughes’ The Iron Man, David Almond’s Skellig, and Susan Cooper’s Greenwitch. The children would then go on to create their own monster, and dependent on time, think about how to use it in a story or a poem. If the Willow Man could walk – where would he go? What would he do?
For older pupils, we might do something similar, or we might start from images – or memories – of places, and go on to use these as the basis for a poem.

Workshops need to be at least an hour and a half long, and ideally, there should not be more than 30 in a group.
Essay writing for sixth formers

I’ve just spent two years working as a Royal Literary Fellow with students at Exeter University. I saw undergraduates and postgraduates, and my job was to help them make their academic writing better. I’ve come across a wide range of problems; from students who came to university after a gap, or after doing a Btec, and so have no recent experience of writing essays, to those who are already getting 2:1s for their essays but want to improve just that bit more, so that they have a better chance of getting a first.

I’ve worked one to one with hundreds of students, so I now have a very clear idea of what the university expects, and what the difficulties are. Students often comment on what a big step it is from A-Level to university: I think what I can do is narrow that gap and explain how to write a good essay
Please do contact me, at purks@warrenshill.fsnet.co.uk, to ask for any more information or to discuss your particular requirements.
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