Visiting Author, Sue Purkiss
	1. The Willow Man.  This is the title of a book.  What do you think a book with this title might be about?
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2.  Actually, it was inspired by a sculpture on made from willow on the edge of the M5 Motorway near Bridgwater. The sculpture is 12 metres high and is possibly the biggest willow sculpture in the world! The name withy is the local name used for willow, a crop very much associated with the Somerset Levels.  Have you seen the sculpture?

What does it make you think of or feel?



	

	

	

	


	3.  Let’s look at the opening of the book and see what it tells us and what it leaves us wanting to know. 
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         Bad Things Happen
He was forty feet tall.  His arms extended proudly, like an actor gracefully accepting applause – “Look at me!  Praise me!  Worship me!” his powerful torso was twisted at a slight angle to his massive thighs, so that his small head gazed with a mixture of defiance and contempt across the concrete ribbon of the motorway.  He seemed to be perfectly balanced on one leg: the other was bent, as if at any moment he might choose to complete the step and take his freedom.   
He was the Willow Man.  Some called him an angel, the Angel of the South.  He was both young and old.  Within him, woven with the living willow into his great frame, power lay coiled.  But the power was captive.  Strong as he was, he could not move. 
Tom Healey liked the Willow Man.  Every time they drove back from the hospital down the motorway, he would twist round to gaze at the huge dark figure for as long as possible.  He could see it from his bedroom window as well, but only as a small figure across the fields.  Tom felt that it would be no surprise if one day those powerful thighs began to move.  






	4.  Authors use different techniques to hook us into their books.  What techniques have been used here?

	

	

	


	5. You’ll be meeting Sue Purkiss, the author of this book on Wednesday.  What questions might you want to ask her about her book, what inspired it or the writing process in general?

	

	

	


What I know





What I think I know








What I want to know








